
International Drivers on Domestic Roads:

A Reference for Internationals and Officers of the Law

In Summary:

Most international drivers are allowed to travel on US roads for the period of one year; without 
requiring a US driver's license.  An individual, with a valid drivers license, from another 
signatory nation, with some restrictions, qualifies for this protection.  This right is protected by 
international treaty; namely, the United Nations Resolution "Convention on Road Traffic" signed 
and ratified, in Geneva, by the United States of America on March 26th, 1952.
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Disclaimer: The information provided on is not intended to be legal advice, but merely conveys 
general information related to legal issues commonly encountered.



References:

The full text of this resolution can be found in "United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 125, p. 3"

The direct link is http://treaties.un.org/Pages/showDetails.aspx?objid=080000028005793f
Note:  Although this is a direct link to a UN Resolution, and is likely to be constant, links on the 
internet change often.  Therefore, I cannot guarantee this link will continue to work properly.

However, as of (13 November 2010) this can be found easily using the following procedure:

Goto: http://treaties.un.org

Click "Databases" - located on the top, horizontal menu bar.
Click "UNTS Database" - located on the side bar, categorized under "UNTS"
Click "Advanced Search" - located under the top, horizontal menu bar.
Under "Search Objects", select "Treaty"
Under "Attributes", select "Registration Number"
Within the range, type  From: "1671" To: "1671"
Click "Add", and text should appear within the "Search Criteria" box.
Click "Search"

You will receive a list of UN Treaties.

The one referred to within this document is:

Title : Convention on Road Traffic
Registration Number : I-1671
Creation Date : 27/10/2004
Treaty Type : Open Multilateral
Registration Date : 26/03/1952
Object Name : LA 41 TR-26031952 - (XI-B-1) - I - 1671

After clicking on the title, a pop-up will contain the details of the Resolution.  The text is within 
the "Text document (s)" heading.

Note:  The English/French versions both alternate page numbers.  This is because the resolution 
was written first in English, then the next page contains the French translation.  Therefore, most 
of the even pages are in English, and the odd pages are in French.  Downloading the language-
specific version will naturally exclude the other language; thereby jumping 2 pages at a time.






























